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Social Changes Seen in Canadian History Brainstorming

Below is a list of social changes that have happened in Canada’s history.  In groups you must discuss why these changes happened by touching on ALL five theories of change covered in class.  You may choose to assign multiple theories to on social change, or assign one to each.

	Social Change
	Brief Summary
	Social Change Theory

	Women’s Right to Vote
	The story of the suffrage movement in Canada is not a linear one. Its narrative is one of diverse voices and groups across the country, with the right vote given to provinces at different times and not to all women equally. Eventually, though – thanks to a few changemaking forward-thinking activists, Canada found its way.
	

	Labour Movement
	Disturbing evidence about Canadians’ working conditions came to light in an 1889 Royal Commission report. Factory employees, miners, firefighters, textile and other labourers were working 12- and 13-hour days, sometimes nights, six days a week. Men, women and even children toiled in unsanitary and hazardous workplaces.

 
The  conditions of work for Canadians improved over the 20th century, thanks to the efforts of people who joined together to push for change.
	

	Marriage Equality
	On July 20, 2005 Canada became the fourth country in the world and the first country outside Europe to legalize same-sex marriage nationwide, thanks to the enactment of the Civil Marriage Act. The story of marriage equality began long before many activists even anticipated it a possibility. Its origins can be traced back to cornerstones designed, simply, to protect the rights of Canadians. 


	

	Immigration Policies
	They say Canada is a country of immigrants. That we’re a colourful mix of cultures, religions and nationalities. But how did we get to be such a multi-hued nation? 

At Halifax’s Pier 21 a million immigrants flooded the port from 1928 till 1971 in search of a better life and hope for their future. Some were displaced by war, others were war brides, still others persecuted for any number of reasons. No matter what brought them here, Canada’s immigration policies and initiatives – along with its strong focus on multicuturalism have had tremendous impact on the Canada we live in today.
	

	Environmental Movement
	Recycled paper products and energy efficient cars did not always exist. Nor did people scrutinize labels on household and personal products, share automobiles, or go vegetarian to reduce greenhouse gases. These changes have come about because of the environmental movement.
Historians trace modern environmentalism – a rally against the exploitation of natural resources and efforts to preserve the health of our ecosystems and ourselves – to the late 1960s, when these issues gained interest and momentum along with other social/protest movements.
	

	Medicare
	Canadians who became sick in the early part of the 20th century faced difficult choices. They could treat their ailments at home. They could fetch a doctor, if one lived nearby, and if they could afford to pay him. The doctor might bring medicine, but he wouldn’t have antibiotics. Emergency treatment in a hospital would be even more costly, leading to high debts. If they could not afford treatment, they might not survive.
 
In response, medicare – universal coverage for basic services, regardless of one’s ability to pay – was established in the 50s and 60s thanks in large part to the efforts of Saskatchewan Premier, Tommy Douglas. It was a pioneering approach to healthcare and remains a defining attribute of Canada. The system is not a perfect one, however, and calls for a two-tier system remain strong. How will medicare fare in the 21st century?
	


