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Adolscent Theories of Development

Piaget’s Cognitive Development

[image: image1.png]The adolescent can reason abstractly and think in
hypothetical terms.

Formal operational (12 years-adult)

The child can think logically about concrete objects
and can thus add and subtract. The child also
understands conservation.

The child uses symbols (words and images) to represent
objects but does not reason logically. The child also

has the ability to pretend. During this stage, the child
is egocentric.

Preoperational (2-6 years)
The infant explores the world through direct sensory
and motor contact. Object permanence and
separation anxiety develop during this stage.

Sensorimotor (0-2 years)




Kohlberg’s Theory of Moral Development
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Level and Age _ What determines right and wrong?

Preconvention: Punishment & Obedience
Up to the Age of 9

Instrumental - Relativist
Conventional: Interpersonal concordance
Most adolescents
and adults

Law and order

Postconventional:1 Social contract
00 15% of the
over 20s.

Universal ethical principle

Right and wrong defined by what they get punished for. If
You get told off for stealing then obviously stealing s
wrone.

Similar, but right and wrong is now determined by what
we are rewarded for, and by doing what others want. Any
concern for others is motivated by selfishness.

Being good is whatever pleases others. The child adopts a
conformistatttude to moraity. Right and wrong are
etermined by the majority

Being good now means doing your duty to society. To this
‘end we obey laws without question and show a respect
for authority. Most adults do not progress past this stage.

Right and wrong now determined by personal values,
although these can be over-ridden by democratically
agreed laws. When laws infringe our own sense of justice
we can choose to ignore them.

We now live in accordance with deeply held moral
principles which are seen as more important than the
laws of the land,




Erikson’s Stages of Development
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Age Conflict Resolution or “Virtue” Culmination in old age

Infancy Basic trust vs. mistrust Hope Appreciation of interdependence and relatedness
(0-1 year)

Early childhood Autonomy vs. shame Will Acceptance of the cycle of life, from integration to
(1-3 years) disintegration

Play age Initiative vs. guilt Purpose Humor; empathy; resilience

(3-6 years)

School age Industry vs. Inferiority Competence Humility; acceptance of the course of one’s life and
(6-12 years) unfulfilled hopes

Adolescence Identity vs. Confusion Fidelity Sense of complexity of life; merging of sensory,
(12-19 years) logical and aesthetic perception

Early adulthood Intimacy vs. Isolation Love Sense of the complexity of relationships; value of
(20-25 years) tenderness and loving freely

Adulthood Generativity vs. stagnation Care Caritas, caring for others, and agape, empathy and
(26-64 years) concern

Old age Integrity vs. Despair Wisdom Existential identity; a sense of integrity strong
(65-death) enough to withstand physical disintegration





